
 
 

1970s – The Beginning 
 
The Canadian Association of Municipal Administrators (CAMA) comes from humble 
beginnings; a board room at a conference of the Canadian Federation of Mayors and 
Municipalities, now known as the Federation of Canadian Municipalities (FCM). In 1972, 
a small group of city managers who were meeting alongside their elected officials, 
decided to form a professional organization of city administrators from across the country.  
 
1970s – The Beginning  
 
The 1970s were at the heart of Trudeaumania, Watergate, and the completion of the CN 
Tower. And, in 1972, the Canadian Association of Municipal Administrators was born. 
Amalgamation was a hot topic in municipal government in the 1970s, with cities like 
Thunder Bay (1970), Winnipeg (1972) and Fredericton (1973). This decade also saw the 
final implementation of a two-tier local government structure in Ontario of “upper-tier” and 
“lower-tier” municipalities, dividing service delivery between regional governments and 
municipalities. 
 
CAMA started small, with representatives from some of the 
larger municipalities decided that the administrators 
needed their own meetings, separate from the elected 
officials. In 1972, Cyril McC. Henderson was the first 
president of the new organization. The first official CAMA 
conference took place in 1973 in Charlottetown, PEI, with 
Dennis D. Young at the helm as president.   
 
And while there are not a lot of records from the beginning, 
we would like to introduce you to the presidents of the 
association in those early days. 
 
1974 Stanley Price, Niagara Falls, ON 
1975 William H. L. Godsalve, Saskatoon, SK 
1976 D. Graham Emslie, Toronto, ON 
1977 Jacques Perreault, Quebec, QC 
1978 Melvin J. Shelley, Burnaby, BC 
1979 John C. Robison, Fredericton, NB 
 
Photo: M. Jacques Perreault, CAMA President 1977, ICMA President 1976 (Credit, 
www.dignitymemorial.com) 
 



The first seven conferences travelled across the country, taking place in major centres 
and smaller cities alike. 
 

 


