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2007 CAMA Calgary Conference 
 
The CAMA Conference will be taking place in Calgary, Alberta, May 28-30, 2007. 
 
For information on the Conference, visit our website: 
http://www.camacam.ca/conference_2007.asp 

The Fairmont Palliser is the official 2007 CAMA conference hotel, located at 133 - 9 
Avenue SW, in Calgary.  Main guest phone: (403) 262-1234/ Main guest fax: (403) 260-
1260 

Reservations phone: 1 (800) 231-0644, or locally (403) 260-1230 
Reservations fax: (403) 266-1796 
Reservations email: pal.reservations@fairmont.com 
Please refer to the following code CAMAA for phone, fax or emails directly to the hotel.   

 
Special Conference Rates 
To receive special conference rates, enter   GRCAM1 in the Promotional Code Field on 
the reservations website at: 
http://www.fairmont.com/FA/en/CDA/Home/Secure/Reservations/CDRMRsvnMain/?lPr
opertySeq=100110   
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
Member Profile 
 

 
Simon Farbrother 
Chief Administrative Officer 
City of Waterloo, Ontario 
 
Simon Farbrother joined the City of Waterloo as Chief 
Administrative Officer in 2005. To this role, he brings more 
than 16 years experience as a senior leader in municipal 
government, as well as a Masters degree in Geography from the 
University of Alberta and a Bachelors degree in Economics and 
Geography from Portsmouth University in England.  
 

Simon is a registered professional planner who began his municipal career as a planner 
with the City of Leduc in 1988. From there, he held progressively senior positions with 
the City of Leduc and was involved in numerous provincial initiatives.  
 
In 1997, he was appointed City Manager of the City of Spruce Grove Alberta, a position 
he held for eight years. During this time, Simon played a leadership role in significant 
organizational and cultural change.  Simon also represented Spruce Grove with the 
Alberta Urban Municipalities Association Utilities Committee, and was on the 
management board of the Alberta Capital Region Alliance.  
 
In Leduc and Spruce Grove, Simon was involved in the Alberta Association of the 
Canadian Institute of Planners and was president of the Association in 1998/99. He is 
currently the President of the Canadian Association of Municipal Administrators 
(CAMA) and also represents CAMA as a member of the International City/County 
Management Association’s International Committee. He has also published articles and 
has been invited to speak on several municipal topics. As well, he has actively 
participated in leadership development in Canada and in the Philippines.  
 
The International City/County Managers Association (ICMA) has acknowledged the 
work Simon has done both in Spruce Grove and in Waterloo. In 2001, he was recognized 
by ICMA with the presentation of the Program Excellence Award for Innovation in Local 
Government and in 2006, the ICMA awarded the Community Sustainability Award to 
Waterloo. Simon is an accredited City Management Professional with the ICMA.  
 
Along his career path, Simon has been an active contributor to broader municipal 
initiatives at the provincial and regional level in order to stay current and to ensure the 
municipality for which he works is aware of new and better practices on a consistent 
basis. He is currently the Chair of Waterloo’s Intelligent Community Steering  



Committee, a committee that garnered Waterloo recognition as one of the Top Seven 
Intelligent Communities in the world. He also sits on the Board of Canada’s Technology 
Triangle and of the Kitchener Waterloo Oktoberfest, an internationally renowned festival.  
 
In addition to his professional pursuits, Simon plays an active role in community life as 
an avid soccer player and minor sports enthusiast. Simon lives in Waterloo with his wife 
and three children.   
 
Simon can be reached by email at sfarbrother@city.waterloo.on.ca 
 
*If you would like to be profiled in this section, or would like to recommend someone to be 
profiled, please contact Alycia Morehouse at alycia.morehouse@fredericton.ca, or CAMA 
Administration at the contact information below. 
 
Community Leadership/Literacy Project 

 
This feature will appear again in two weeks. 
 

CAMA Awards Program 
 
2006 CAMA Awards 
 
Congratulations to the City of Richmond, British Columbia, on their nomination for the 
2006 Willis Award for Innovation, for municipalities with a population over 20,000, for 
their project entitled, Garden City Lands Memorandum of Understanding. 
 
The City of Richmond negotiated an innovative and unprecedented agreement which 
ensured the City secured ownership over a significant portion of the garden City Lands, a 
prime parcel of 136.5 acres of federally owned land, located on the edge of Richmond 
City Centre. The federal government declared the Garden City Lands surplus strategic 
property in 2002, thereby requiring the lands to be disposed of through a formal process 
and under specific policies managed by the Act and the Treasury Board of Canada. 
 
The City of Richmond expresses interest in and has attempted to gain ownership of the 
Garden City lands for more that 30 years. In 2002, the City presented a proposal to the 
Government of Canada to have the 136.5-acre Garden City Lands transferred to the City, 
The proposal as accepted by the federal government, however, the Musqueam Indian 
Band prevented transfer of title referring to a formal land claim on the Garden City Lands 
within the BC Treaty process. They were granted an injunction by the Federal Court and 
had benefit of a lawsuit and Judicial Review. 
 
 
 
 
 



It was concluded that the land claim through treaty negotiations would result in full 
ownership of the land by Musqueam. Reserve status represented the highest threat to the 
City’s objectives to acquire the lands to house park and public amenities. The judicial 
review and injunction were to be challenged by an appeal filed by the Government of 
Canada and the City of Richmond. If successful with the appeal the City would receive 
the lands through completing transfer. If the Musqueam were successful in defending the 
appeal, ownership of land would eventually fall to Musqueam through either the land 
claim of negotiations. In all scenarios, future ownership of the lands would possibly be in 
limbo for years if it did not move to the Musqueam. 
 
The City was able to successfully lobby to have an alternative negotiation process 
launched, which brought together all the parties with an interest in the property; the 
Department of Fisheries and Oceans, Canada Lands Company, Musqueam Indian Band 
and City of Richmond. It is particularly noteworthy, that the City was the only one of the 
four parties that did not have a legal or any other right to the land. Together, the parties 
reached a precedent-setting negotiated Memorandum of Understanding, concluded 
outside of the treaty process, which protected and recognized the interests of all parties. 
 
The Memorandum of Understanding provides that after subdivision, the property will be 
divided with 50 to 74% transferred to the City, at a cost of $4.77 million, a fraction of its 
actual value. The City has expressed the intention to create parkland and public amenity 
space on its share of the site. Approximately 10 to 15% of the entire site will be set aside 
for potential use for a Richmond Trade and Exhibition Centre. The memorandum of 
Understanding provides that the remainder of the site will be transferred to the CLC and 
the Musqueam Indian Band for a joint development venture, with the economic benefits 
being shared equally.  
 
The negotiation process is seen as a potential model for future agreements involving 
senior governments, municipalities and First nations, providing a timely and cost 
effective win-win alternative to the treaty negotiation process. 
 
For more information on the Garden City Lands Memorandum of Understanding, contact 
Richmond Chief Administrative Officer, George Duncan, at 604-276-4336. 
 
  
Membership Notes 
 
� To have a job posting appear in CAMA’s job broadcast, and on our website, the cost 

is $100 for members, and $200 for non-members. For more information, or to have 
your job listed, please email admin@camacam.ca.  

 
 
 

 
 



• REGISTER NOW! International Second Cities and Atlantic Provinces 
Transportation Forum Oct. 10-13 in Corner Brook, NL 

 
From October 10 - 13, 2006, Corner Brook, Newfoundland & Labrador will be the site of 
two major conferences - The International Second Cities 2006 Conference and the 
Atlantic Provinces Transportation Forum (APTF). 

 
For the Transportation Forum, representatives from pulp and paper, oil and gas, mining, 
tourism, fisheries and manufacturing will take part in panel discussions to review their 
current transportation issues and provide insight into requirements for the coming years. 
 
The Second Cities Conference is focused on the way small and medium-sized cities 
worldwide have demonstrated tremendous resilience and innovativeness in maximizing 
opportunities for their residents and the neighboring communities in their catchment 
areas. 
 
To book your reservation, contact Vision The Atlantic Canada Company at 1-877-847-
4660, or for more information contact the Conference Coordinator at (709) 637-1587 or 
email at secondcities@cornerbrook.com. 
  
 
The next CAMA e-Brief will be issued on Tuesday, October 10th. 
Look for the next Job Broadcast on Monday, October 2nd. 
 
To have an item included in e-Brief, please contact Alycia Morehouse, at 
alycia.morehouse@fredericton.ca. 
To unsubscribe from this list, please reply to this email, or send an email to 
alycia.morehouse@fredericton.ca, subject: UNSUBSCRIBE. 
 
 


